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What is it the NYSED Planning To Support 
Effective Transitions?

An optional planning tool to that can be 
used to reflect on how complete the school 
district’s or CBO’s process for transition is 

from prekindergarten to kindergarten.
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District Version 
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/


Community Based Organization 
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Defining a Child’s Prekindergarten Experience 

• Nursery School

• Head Start Program

• Prekindergarten at their school district

• Early Care & Learning Program

• Home with a parent

• Care with an extended family member

• Participation in a Home Visiting Program 
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Bridging Practices…….
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What does the NYS ESSA plan say?

“The Department supports school districts in facilitating successful P-12 
transitions by encouraging the entire school community (district 
leadership, teachers, support service personnel, students, families, 
community partners, and other relevant stakeholders) to form 
collaborative transition teams that are an ongoing presence in each 
cohort’s P-12 academic experience. The transition team’s purpose is to 
ensure that the needs of each cohort of students are identified and met 
before, during, and after key transition points. Successful transition teams 
should begin planning two years before each transition point, and 
implement activities no later than one year before each transition point.”
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Transition teams should be : 
• Be composed of decision-makers at both ends of each key transition point 

• Reflect the diverse characteristics, circumstances, and needs of the district’s community of 
learners and families

• Develop and implement whole group, small group, and individual outreach strategies to engage 
families – especially families whose circumstances do not provide for many opportunities to, or 
who are reluctant to, engage with the school community 

• Continually analyze the strengths and weaknesses of various transition program components by 
surveying and collecting feedback from students, families, teachers, and other stakeholders”
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How to Use the Tool
• Convene a self-assessment team

• Read each item carefully & discuss

• Select a rating of : 

– Implemented

– In Process

– Not Implemented

• Implementation status
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How to Use the Planning Tools

New York State Education Department Office of Early 
Learning 



District Version 

District tool captures the following:

– Part 1: Information About Early Childhood Programs

– Part 2: Information About Incoming Kindergarteners and Their 
Families

– Part 3: Family Engagement Plan and Activities

New York State Education Department Office of Early Learning 



Part 1: Information About Early Childhood Programs
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Part 2: Information About Incoming Kindergarteners and 
Their Families
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Part 3: Family Engagement Plan and Activities
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Community Based Organization Version

CBO tool captures the following:

– Part 1: Information About School Districts

– Part 2: Information About Kindergarteners 

– Part 3: Family Engagement Plan and Activities
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Part 1: Information About School Districts
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Part 2: Information About Kindergarteners 
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Part 3: Family Engagement Plan and Activities
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Using the Results

• Discuss current practice

• Look for ways to provide children & families  with 
a stronger transition experience 

• Identify areas of strength

• Identify areas of most immediate need
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Perspective Taking………….
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPCoe-6RRks


Additional Resource for Families 
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/parentresources/documents/SmoothandSuccessfulTransitionsTipSheet.pdf


Questions???
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